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INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS’ DAY 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [9.52 pm]: Thank you, Mr President. I am sure that singing 
Happy Birthday is unparliamentary. 

I rise tonight to bring to the house’s attention that last Sunday was International Firefighters’ Day. As a former 
career and volunteer firefighter, I had the pleasure to attend the service at Kings Park at the Firefighters 
Memorial Grove, along with the Minister for Emergency Services, Hon Joe Francis. 

International Firefighters’ Day is held on 4 May each year. The history of the day dates back to 1999 when a 
proposal was emailed to fire agencies around the world following the loss of five firefighters in Linton, Victoria. 
On 2 December 1998, five crew responded on the Geelong West tanker to the fire in Linton about 
150 kilometres west of Melbourne. Whilst leaving the fire ground in the Geelong West tanker, the crew 
encountered a wind change resulting in a burnover of their truck. All five crew perished on that day. 

Closer to home, the Kings Park service on Sunday was an opportunity to recognise the men and women who 
have lost their lives responding to fires in Western Australia. The name call included 19 firefighters from the 
career fire and rescue service, seven firefighters from the volunteer fire and rescue service and 21 firefighters 
from the Bush Fire Service of Western Australia. Wendy Bearfoot was also recognised at the service, after losing 
her life fighting a fire near Two Peoples Bay east of Albany in late 2012. Witnessing the name call last Sunday 
was quite a solemn moment, especially given I had served with a number of these firefighters in the volunteer 
and career services. Two of these firefighters whom I wanted to mention tonight were members of the volunteer 
bush fire service within the Shire of Gingin, which I served with. Richard Barrett-Lennard lost his life whilst 
undertaking firefighting operations on Brand Highway on 10 May 2000. Craig Sandy lost his life on 
26 January 2003 whilst fighting a fire south of Lancelin. Both these men gave their lives serving their 
community in circumstances that were fire related but were not as a direct result of fire, but rather as a result of 
vehicle accidents. 

I would also like to draw to the attention of the house the release by the Minister for Emergency Services of the 
concept paper “Review of Emergency Services Acts”. It might be interesting for members to note that Western 
Australia has four emergency service acts and the paper explores the opportunity to amalgamate three of those 
pieces of legislation. I welcome the release of this report and congratulate the minister and the Fire and 
Emergency Services Commissioner and all the stakeholders involved in the development of the paper. It is a 
comprehensive document, some 160 pages long. It is well written and in plain English, which I think many of 
those people involved in our fire services will be able to understand and comprehend, and it provides many 
options for reform in most cases. There are a few contentious aspects to the paper, including the future of local 
government–controlled bushfire brigades and risk mitigation on both private land and state and local government 
land. I hope that the more difficult and contentious issues outlined in the reform paper do not overshadow the 
really important reforms that will benefit our emergency service volunteers and ultimately our community. These 
include matters such as improved training for volunteers, protections for volunteers from liability, improving risk 
mitigation and improving enforcement penalties, amongst many other relevant matters across those three acts. In 
addition to the review of the emergency service acts, I eagerly anticipate the government’s second tranche of 
legislative reforms to provide to fire service volunteers similar protections to those we have recently afforded to 
career firefighters. I firmly hold the view that the government needs to move quickly on closing the gap between 
the protections afforded to our career personnel and those that are afforded to our volunteers. Tonight we still 
have volunteer firefighters around the state responding to structure fires, amongst many other hazards that they 
respond to, often alongside our career personnel, with vastly different levels of protection. I understand that these 
reforms will include addressing some of the equity issues across the volunteer services and simplifying the 
system of claiming in the event of injury or death of a volunteer. 

I will finish tonight where I started. Last Sunday was a day of reflection on those men and women who in the 
course of their duty paid the ultimate price. Not for one minute do I think we will eliminate fatalities from 
firefighting operations. However, we have an obligation to do what we can to reduce risk to our career and 
volunteer firefighters and provide a good service to the community in time of need. 
 


	INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS’ DAY
	Statement


